
                 --​ ​Cultural Patterns​ ​--             

    ​                                                                                        ​      ​Vocab      ​      ​                                                             ​    ​                  ​. 

Core Center of economic activity  Node Functional focal point of a region  

Periphery Outer region of economic activity  Functional Region Area organized a central point 

Culture Body of customary beliefs, social 
interaction, & materialism grouping people 

w/ their own traditions  

 Vernacular Region Area connected by shared history, culture, 
and identity 

Cultural Ecology Human-environment relationships  Expansion Diffusion  Spread of something from one area to 
another; almost like snowballing 

Cultural Identity Associating oneself w/ a cultural group  Hierarchical Diffusion Spread of something from those w/ 
authority or power 

Cultural Landscape Physical human imprint on environment  Contagious Diffusion Rapid spread of something through some 
host, like the internet 

Cultural Realm Region of a specific cultures activity 
(religion, language, customs, economy) 

 Stimulus Diffusion  Idea spread to another area and then 
adapted to local culture 

Acculturation Adoption of another group’s cultural traits  Relocation Diffusion Spread of something by physical movement 
of bodies 

Assimilation Losing own culture to a more dominant 
one  

 Innovation Adoption Study of how tech spreads through a 
culture or region 

Sequent Occupance Societies leave cultural imprint on a place, 
adding to cultural landscape 

 Maladaptive Diffusion Spread of something w/ neg side effects; 
works here, doesn’t there 

Toponymy Name of geographical places  Dialect Distinct versions of one language 

                                                                                            ​ ​     ​Concepts     ​ ​. 

Pop Culture: ​linked w/ heterogeneous groups in ​developed​ ​areas; 
Celebration of​ ​leisure & wealth​, customs influenced by ​diffusion 
☆ ​Globalization​ of goods & ideas, especially in western societies  
☆​ ​Internet​ plays a huge role (social media, websites, marketing, etc) 
☆ex. Include blue jeans, pop music, food chains, tik tok, youtube 
Religions: 
☆​ ​Universalizing: ​anyone can be a part of it (✝ ,☸,☪) 
☆ ​Ethnic:​ ​belongs to particular ethnic or political group (ॐ,✡) 
☆ ​Tribal:​ ​small, cultural/tribal groups (syncretism and animism) 
☆ ​Branches ​division within a religion � ​Denomination​ � ​Sect 
☆ ​Monotheistic:​ 1 deity           ☆ ​ Poltheistic: ​multiple deities 
➸​Christianity​ (mono & largest): spread thru expansion, hierarchical, & 
relocation diffusion throughout the world; main branches are Catholics, 
Orthodox, & Protestant; follows teaching of Jesus, holy book is the Bible 
➸​Islam​:​ following teachings of Mohammed; holy book is the Quran; 
branches divided into sunni and shiite; spread thru expansion diffusion 
➸​Hinduism:​ polythestic; spread thru relocation of hindus moving to 
other places for better jobs; follows the caste system 
➸​Buddhism:​ follows teaching of Gautama Buddha; believes in 
achieving nirvana - enlightenment; divided into Theravada & Mahayana 
➸​Judaism:​ mono; divided into Orthodix, Conservatives, & Reform; 
known for multiple diasporas throughout history due to persecution 
 

Folk Culture: ​practiced by homogenous groups in isolation 
☆ ​Food​: wine is for the rich; muslims and jews don’t eat pork 
☆ ​Taboos​: adultery, murder, cannabalism are frowned upon 
☆ ​Housing​: determined by environment (houses are made out of 
wood in the jungle) and class (rich get bigger houses) 
☆ ​Governments: ​leaders monitor youth, women empowerment, 
“outsiders,” they make sure customs remain preserved 
Land Survey Systems: 
☆ ​Public Land:​ rectangular parcels of land west of Appalachian 
☆ ​Long-lot:​ narrow parcels of land between rivers, roads, or  
     canals; found in French territories 
☆ ​Township & Range:​ disperse settlers evenly across US interior  
     farmlands; designed by Thomas Jefferson 
☆ ​Metes & Bounds:​ uses owned land deeds and natural features to  
     mark land boundaries; found east of Appalachian Mts. 

Languages: ​can unify or change 
groups of people 

  

Diffusion S Curve ​ - adoption of 
technology 

 


